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Saltford, Corston and Newton St Loe 

Three Parishes Newsletter 

August & September 2017 
 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

In response to God’s immense love for us,  
we seek to be God’s people living and telling the story of Jesus. 

 

Each deanery, benefice, and parish are being asked to consider what the new Diocesan vision means for 
them, what it might mean to live and tell the story of Jesus in our lives, our communities and our benefice? 

Here are some recent examples:  
 

Flower Display  
The church was decorated beautifully over the week of the Saltford Festival (thank you to the flower 
arrangers). What was encouraging was the number of visitors of all ages who visited the church during the 

festival, to hear us tell our story of Jesus through flowers. 
 

Foodbank 
On Friday 7th July in St Mary’s Church Hall, a food bank was launched in 
Saltford. We are part of the Trussel Trust whose aim is that no one goes to 
bed hungry, and will act as a distribution centre for food parcels, but also a 
location where you can bring gifts of food to donate to the food bank. 
Norman Osborne has taken on the role of coordinating the food bank and 
leading our team of volunteers. If you or you know of anyone who would 
benefit from the gift of a food parcel please speak to me, as I hold vouchers 
and I would like to use them for those who may need them.  

 
Messy Play 
Back in June, I noticed a request on Saltford Swap Facebook page from a young mum who lives in Saltford 
for somewhere to take her baby so she could meet other mums with young babies. Apparently in Saltford 
and Keynsham there isn’t anything on a Monday that is suitable, so immediately I offered the use of our 
church hall and the support of the church in helping to set something up. Within three weeks Messy Play 
was up and running. So far 35 families have attended the church hall on a Monday morning for a couple of 
hours of play, craft, snacks, parachute games, Bible stories and singing. Mums come from as far as 
Keynsham and are helping to run the sessions by providing refreshments, play dough and toys. 
 

Prayer Workshops 
In June a group of volunteers visited the school to lead a prayer workshop. Over 200 children attended the 
prayer workshop where they experienced different ways to pray using maps, playdough, silence, post it 
notes and more.  

 
Soul Sisters Brunch 
On 8th July, 45 women met in the church hall for breakfast and listened to a talk given by Revd Joanna 
Jepson. Joanna has an amazing story to tell as a chaplain in the fashion industry and now as a chaplain to a 
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Tank Regiment, as well as being an author of the book ‘A lot like Eve’. Watch this space for more dates for 
more Soul Sisters brunches. 

 
Phoebe’s Brave the Shave 

 
 
Phoebe braved the shave and raised over £3000, as she shared her story, her compassion, 
her determination to raise money for a charity close to her heart. 

 
 
 

As you can see, there are so many ways in which we here in the benefice have been living and telling the 
story of Jesus. It can be easier to live the story than tell the story, but telling the story is so important in 
sharing the love of God with others. If you have anything to share why not write an article for the 
newsletter, or ask to share your story in church on a Sunday. As it says in Romans 10:14-15 
 

But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if 

they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them?  And how 

will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the feet 

of messengers who bring good news! 

Daile 

 
Parish Registers 

 
 

 

Weddings 
Alison McLennan & Richard Savage      1 July (NSL) 
Victoria Wilson & Andrew Oldfield       7 July  (NSL)  
  
  
Funerals 
Beryl Tomkinson      16 June (Corston) 
Stephen Turtle          5 July (Saltford) 
Gerald Trimby   24 July (Saltford) 

 
 

Information regarding the Three Parishes Magazine 
 

Copydate for the next newsletter will be 10th September at the latest. Please 
deliver all copy to the Parish Office. If you produce it on a computer, it would 
be a great help if you would please email it to: scnbenefice@gmail.com 
Thank you for your support 
 

The Three Parishes Editorial Team 

mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
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A Praying Community 

Opportunities to pray across the Benefice 
 
Monday 7pm    Silent Prayer  - an opportunity to pray silently with others in St Mary’s Church, Saltford 
Thursday 9am   Morning Prayer -  in All Saints Corston 
 
Prayer Meetings 
Each week in Saltford people meet to pray in people’s homes, please see the weekly notice sheet for details of 
where and when these take place – they are open to everyone. 
Prayer Book 
 If you would like prayer for yourself or for someone else, each church has a prayer book in which you can write 
the names of those you would like us to remember in our prayers.  
One to one 
There are people available to pray with you if you have a particular need or find something within the service has 
challenged or inspired you. Please speak to one of the wardens, readers or clergy and they will find someone who 
is willing to pray with you. Alternatively, if when you receive Communion, just speak to the Rector and she will 
pray for you then.  

 
 

 

  

 

 
How Do You Pray 
  
For this month I should like to share a few quotations which I have found helpful to reflect upon. 
 

“God does not exist to answer our prayers, but by our prayers, we come to discern the mind of God”. 
[Oswald Chambers] 
 

“To pray is to descend with the mind into the heart and there stand before the face of the 
Lord, ever present, all-seeing, within you”. [Theophan] 
“To meet God means to enter into the cave of a tiger”.         (Who is in control?) 
                                                                                             [Met Anthony Bloom] 
 
The following composed the ‘Daily Light’ reading for June 30th: 
“God is in heaven, and you are on earth: therefore let your words be few”. [Eccl 5 v 2] 
 
“When you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their 
many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask.”      [Mt 6 vs 7-8] 
 
“They called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. ‘Oh Baal, answer us’”.                                                                                    
[1Kings 18 v 26] 
 
“Two men went up to the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood 
and prayed with himself, ‘God, I thank you I am not as other men: greedy, dishonest or an adulterer or even 
like this tax collector.’ The tax collector stood at a distance and would not even raise his face to heaven, but 
said, ’God have pity on me.’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other.”  
Luke 18 vv10-14  
 
“Lord teach us to pray”.  [Luke 11 v 1]      Ken Plant 
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Flower Festival at St Mary’s 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who participated in the spectacular St Mary's Flower 
Festival. Over the course of the Festival weekends we had nearly 700 visitors (500 on The 
Old Village Day alone!) and received over £140 in donations for the church. Thank you to 
everyone who put together such beautiful displays; to everyone who manned the 
church during those busy weekends; to those who kept the flowers looking lovely during 
the week; to all those who came to see the flowers; and to everyone else involved in this 
wonderful floral songs of praise. 
 
 If you feel inspired to get involved with flowers at St Mary's, please contact Sarah Rees-Leonard  
 07801930664 / sarah@rees-leonard.com 
 
 

Christian Aid Week 2017 
 

 
Very many thanks again to everyone who helped make Christian Aid Week a success in our three villages.  I 
am aware that every year, the task seems just a little bit daunting but once again, lots of you knocked on 
doors (in rain & shine, if I recall correctly) and £3321.53 was collected in Saltford, Corston & Newton St Loe.  
A big ‘thank-you’ to everyone who helped to organise, collect & count this fantastic amount. 
 
As many of you will know, money raised from the house-to-house collection goes towards Christian Aid’s 
‘unrestricted funds.’  Christian Aid uses this money to run the organisation and more importantly, it means 
they have funds at their disposal when they are seeking to help in their crisis appeals.  These are numerous 
and many will be familiar to you – Christian Aid’s website lists ‘Nigeria Crisis Appeal’, ‘Syria Crisis Appeal,’ 
‘Iraq Crisis,’ to name just a few. 
 
In the past few years, we have also raised funds for specific projects and are currently raising £5000 for a 
project in Ethiopia, which will be fund-matched by the European Union.  The soup & cheese lunch which 
runs in February or March each year has contributed much to these projects – we have helped projects in 
Kenya, Lebanon, Sierra Leone amongst others.  The very successful Pre-Christmas Flower-Arranging Evening 
last November also contributed to the current Ethiopian project.  So – the good news is that we are less 
than £50 away from the £5000.  This is truly awe-inspiring and again I wish to thank-you if you have 
contributed in any way. 
 
What of the future?  We still need that last push to reach the £5000.  I am sure there will be a Soup & 
Cheese lunch next year and I expect we will be running a house-to-house collection next May 13th – 19th for 
Christian Aid Week.  Perhaps you have read this and can think of some new way to raise funds for the work 
Christian Aid do?  If so, let me know.  Or perhaps you would just like to help in one of the events that we 
run each year.  Again, please do speak with me! 
 
Thank-you again.     Julia Norris  (01225 872750/07977 956969) 
 

New Saltford Heritage Centre gets its first airing 

Saltford's new Heritage Centre was open on the first floor (upstairs) of the Church Hall on the first weekend 
of the Saltford Festival 2017 in June. The Bath Record Office roadshow was also in attendance for the 10th 
June showing old OS maps of Saltford, seal presses, and informative displays on the BRO's Saltford records. 

mailto:sarah@rees-leonard.com
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Some 250+ people visited the Heritage Centre over the two days and the overwhelming reaction to the 
information displays and Saltford artefacts from the Roman, Medieval, Tudor and later periods was very 
positive. Old Church and School records were also made available for visitors to see at the launch. 

The Heritage Centre is a joint project from Saltford Environment Group and the Parochial Church Council. 
Now that it has had its first opening consideration will be given by SEG and the PCC as to how this 
community based project can be developed in a cost-effective manner in a way that is both beneficial and 
of great interest to local residents. For example, and subject to support from volunteers, the Heritage 
Centre could be opened for special community events whilst elements of its mobile and flexible display 
could support relevant events at other venues in Saltford. 

Further information about the Heritage Centre can be found on SEG’s website in the history section: 
http://www.saltfordenvironmentgroup.org.uk/history 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.saltfordenvironmentgroup.org.uk/history
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The Soul Sisters group were thinking how the men’s group have curry nights, breakfasts and walks and so 
decided it was time for a women’s brunch. They had been reading Revd Joanna Jepson’s inspiring book and 
invited her to speak - she is in our diocese and is based in Wells. 
  
On a Saturday in early July, 40 women enjoyed a superb breakfast of fresh fruit, yogurt, cereal, bacon, 
scrambled egg, tomato and toast and a wonderful time of fellowship with old friends and new. 
Joanna is a priest, author, broadcaster on BBC Radio, coach and now an Army Chaplain. 
Her talk was entitled ‘Fashion, Faith and Identity’.  
Joanna asked us what the word Fashion makes us think of – beauty, extravagance, money, big business etc 
but no-one mentioned God. Is he interested in fashion? He is Creator God and we are created beings – art, 
music, mathematics and fashion are part of who we are and how we address our creativity is how we 
reflect God and so develop understanding and belief. 
She made us laugh with her stories of working with Trinny and Susannah, who try to transform women so 
they see themselves afresh. We might look in the mirror and not like what we see, putting over a template 
of the ‘right’ image, or so we think, but our reflection just IS. This causes comparison and envy which 
diminishes our freedom and wholeness, driven by social media. 
We want to cover up as Adam and Eve did with fig leaves in the garden of Eden. 
Dis-ease with our own body can lead to eating disorders and much suffering. 
Joanna can talk about these things with understanding as she comes from a childhood of much pain, having 
had jaws and teeth which were out of line. She was bullied, taunted and ‘petrified of the world’. She had to 
balance that with her upbringing in a Christian family and the belief that we are ‘fearfully and wonderfully 
made’. Was it a sin to want to be different? She was having an outside and inside crisis. 
She tried to train as a nurse but that didn’t go well. She tried working with refugees, who she thought 
would be too distracted to criticise her. She couldn’t eat. Her parents rescued her. Once she had stopped 
growing she could have operations to straighten her jaws and teeth. She questioned whether that was right 
when God had made her this way, another pressure, and was exhausted by putting on a show in church.  
She was stunned when her younger brother, who has Down’s syndrome, said he wanted to look like her – 
no judgment there! 
She knew God’s kindness as she felt him say ‘I can heal you whether you have the operation or not’. She 
went through with it, having another year of pain, which brought physical healing – no-one recognised her. 
Joanna then went to Trinity College, not expecting to become a priest at that stage. There she received 
spiritual reconstruction but on a visit to a convent she knew she had to stay there. The nuns were rooted in 
a silence which welcomed and held all and was transformative. Her 3 months there weren’t easy, she 
wanted to escape, desperate to talk and feeling exposed but knew she needed to come home to herself and 
deal with her ‘terrifying monkey mind’. She was taught to pay attention to herself and what she was doing 
in a profound way and was able to gather back the rejected parts of herself as an act of faith. She is the only 
person who knows the young Joanna and she learnt to occupy the space she’s been given. We can learn not 
react to the world’s ‘rubbish’ but live out what has been given to us as we partner with God, living out love. 
She learnt that the nun’s silence is love that holds everything and everyone and that God can help us all. 
  
Thank you Soul Sisters, Daile, Joanna and those who cooked and washed up – the brunch and talk were 
greatly appreciated and enjoyed by all. 
 
Joanna’s story is very moving, read more in her book called ‘A Lot Like Eve’.    Judy Penny 
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(Charity no.1043886) 
 

Saltford is very proud of being a Fairtrade Village; this means that the Parish Council and  
local businesses and organisations in Saltford have undertaken to use Fairtrade products.  
Buying Fair Trade goods is a practical way to help the world’s poorest producers to earn a 
fair price, lifting them and their communities out of dire poverty. However, it is not easy to 
buy locally from the huge range of foodstuffs, household goods, crafts, gifts, cards and 
much else which is  available. One way for Saltford people to support Fairtrade is by on-
line shopping at traidcraftshop.co.uk (not a spelling mistake!).  
If you would like more information, or help with smaller orders to avoid delivery charges, 
(free delivery over £40) I will be happy to help, do email me at kath.mccarthy@hotmail 
.co.uk or ring 01225 344066 

mailto:kath.mccarthy@hotmail
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News from Saltford Primary School 

On Wednesday 7th June the Year 3/4 classes went to St 
Mary's Church, Saltford, for their annual church service, 
Year 5/6 classes went on Wednesday 14th and FS/KS1 on 
Thursday 15th. As a Church of England school we feel it is 
very important for children to experience an act of 
Christian worship in their parish church.   

Revd Daile led the services, during which children read 
bible readings from 1 Corinthians and Luke on the theme 
of Christian love. Revd Daile gave an interesting talk to 
explain the meaning of these readings. Children also 
read prayers which they had written themselves. All the 
children sang with great enthusiasm and behaved 
extremely well.  

 
 

An Invitation to Afternoon Tea 

 

An invitation to afternoon tea for those who have recently been bereaved or 

would like company on a Sunday afternoon. 

 

This is a monthly event and we are meeting on the following Sundays 

between 2 and 4pm in St Mary’s Church Hall. 

 

           27
th

 August 2017 

         24
th

 September 2017 

 

       A warm welcome awaits you 

 

 

St Mary’s Ebay Shop  
 
We have been flogging the gold, silver, jewellery that you very generously gave to 
the church Ebay shop, a sort of upmarket Steptoe and wife!! This goes to a trader in 
the Bartlett Street Antiques Market in Bath with whom we have built a useful 
rapport.  Sometimes we get a surprisingly large amount for something that looks 
insignificant, sometimes we get a surprisingly large amount for something that we would have written off 
as junk!! A kitsch necklace that was a bit way out was worth £20 so nothing is too ugly, outdated, or 
unattractive.  
So keep searching those jewellery boxes and if you don't want it we can try to sell it. Reminder of the rules!! 
The first £50 of items from a single donor goes to the church, then the church and donor split the rest 
50:50. You just might get a nice surprise!! So far the Ebay shop has passed £479.08 to the PCC so well done 
everyone.   

From David and Vicki Cox 01225 354535 or allcoxes@blueyonder.co.uk   

 
 

mailto:allcoxes@blueyonder.co.uk
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What is it? 
 

With which of these groups of statements do you feel most comfortable? 
 

I like debating questionable issues. 
Truth and error are important to me. 

It’s important to explain my faith to others. 
I think correct interpretation of The Scriptures matters. 

I find metaphors confusing. 
The conflict between science and religion can be disturbing. 

 
or 
 

I often find ‘answers’ don’t seem satisfying. 
I don’t really understand my faith. 

I think people can disagree with me and still be right. 
I feel that I know things which I can’t explain. 

I find metaphors really meaningful. 
Science and religion belong together. 

Love wins. 

 
So what is ‘it’ really? 

 

Basically, whatever you would like to make of it. Keep an eye open for more in the Notice Sheets in 
September. 

 

 
First Aid Course 
 
We are planning to run 2 first aid courses for those involved with children’s work and 
pastoral visiting on 30th September & 11th November. It will be a full day (9.30 -3.30pm) 
with time for lunch and coffee.  
 Places are limited to 10 people per session and there may be a small charge for the 
course. 
  
If you would like to attend, please email the parish office to register your interest.  

 
 

I have done it!  Thank you to everyone at St. 

Mary’s who supported me in this venture, your 

generosity has helped me raise well over 

£3000!!  I couldn’t be more grateful.  Thank 

you. 

Love from Phoebe xxx 
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News from All Saints, Corston 
 

“SUMMER CLASSICS” in Corston Church 

the Lorien Ensemble 25th June 2017 
 

 

We told you it would be sold out....and it was!  Corston church, beautifully decorated for the 
occasion, was completely full for this year’s Summer concert in aid of the Corston Church 
Preservation Trust. But these are sad times and before the concert began Malcolm 
McDowall (Chairman of the Trust) asked us to stand for a minute’s silence to remember the 
victims of the Grenfell Tower fire and recent terrorist atrocities. It seemed exactly the right 
thing to do.  
 
Then for the music. The Lorien Ensemble, directed by Lorna Osbon (violin) and Matthew Bale (harpsichord), 
included also Nicola Woodward (flute), Lucy-Anne Allen (violin), Rachel Wilks (viola), Aaron Bennett (‘cello) 
and Owen Rump (bass). They began with Vivaldi’s Concerto for Violin and ‘Cello – a chance to relish the 
Venetian master’s irrepressible vivacity and the clarity of expert string playing. Next came Barber’s Adagio 
for Strings, performed here in its original scoring for string quartet. This is music which seems to express 
sorrow more deeply than any words; its haunting theme, a rising lament echoed by one instrument after 
another, took us back to our thoughts during that minute’s silence. The first half ended with something I 
never dreamed of hearing performed in Corston church – JS Bach’s 5th Brandenburg Concerto. This is the 
one where the flute, the violin, and the harpsichord set off together time and again on a dance of their own, 
while the main string band keeps the music securely grounded. The starring role in this concerto 
undoubtedly belongs to the harpsichord – and we were all astonished at Matthew’s dexterity as his solo 
cadenza unfolded, getting faster and faster all the time, until at last the ensemble brought back the main 
theme. 
 
Excellent refreshments were served during the interval. The second half opened with “Summer” from 
Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons. The acoustics of Corston church were used to full effect as Lorna and her players 
revealed the diversity of this remarkable piece, with its special effects representing the intense heat, exotic 
bird calls, thunder and lightning, and plagues of insects which are some of the characteristics of a Venetian 
Summer. Next we had the privilege of hearing a world premiere performance. This was a piece specially 
written for Lorna and Matthew to play at this concert: “Corston Duo” by Lois Wyatt. Lois is a post-graduate 
composition student at Bath Spa University. Her music was a big hit with our audience. Written for the 
unusual combination of violin and harpsichord, “Corston Duo” proved to be a sort of tango, with the 
intensity and complex rhythms associated with that style of dance. Finally, what was for me a complete 
revelation: John Rutter’s “Suite Antique”. This was originally written for a concert which included the 5th 
Brandenburg Concerto and is scored for the same instruments. The music, in which the flute predominates, 
has all the grace and charm we know so well from John Rutter’s more familiar works. Nicola’s virtuosity on 
the flute throughout all 6 movements had us spellbound, and made this work a fitting climax to a 
magnificent concert. 
 
The evening raised very useful funds for the Corston Church Preservation Trust. Grateful thanks are due to 
all who assisted; most of all of course to the wonderful Lorien Ensemble. 
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Corston Church Preservation Trust 
 

The Trust was formed in 2014 with the object of raising funds to assist the PCC with the cost of keeping the 
church building in good repair. There had been a crisis in 2013 when the church tower was in desperate 
need of repointing (water ingress had put the bells out of action and was threatening the electrics) but the 
PCC had no reserves left to pay for the work. 
 
A generous interest-free loan from a church member solved the problem on that occasion but it was 
obvious that (a) these days the PCC’s income is fully absorbed in paying Parish Share to the Diocese and 
meeting running expenses and (b) we therefore urgently need to raise funds for maintaining the building 
from a wider group of interested people than just the regular congregation. 
 
Since then the Trust has raised significant amounts and has already repaid £6,000 of the tower repairs loan. 
The Trust hopes to be able to repay the entire loan in due course, and has also invited the PCC to submit 
details of the proposed restoration of the main porch and work needed on the south chancel roof. The 
Trust promotes an annual fundraising concert (see above) but also welcomes individual donations, either by 
regular standing order or as one-off payments.  
 
The Trust’s bank details for direct payments are sort code 30-90-54, account no.60186668. Gifts to the Trust 
qualify for Gift Aid. All money given to the Trust is “ring-fenced” ie can only be used for preservation of our 
wonderful church building, and not for any other purpose. If you would like to help this worthwhile cause, 
please contact one of the Trustees: Malcolm McDowall (Chairman) (01275 331797), Lady (Rosemary) 
Thompson (873688), Roger Blackman (Treasurer) (874556), and Martin Seymour (873677). 
 

News From the Towers  
 

Things have been moving on a pace at our towers recently, proving that bell ringing truly is a hobby for all 
ages. Two notable achievements occurred within just days of each other. 
 
First on Friday 26th May our youngest ringer, Finlay Totterdell rang his first quarter peal at his first attempt. 
Finlay rang the treble, or No 1 - the lightest bell, for his quarter which meant he had to do what we call Plain 
Hunt for 1,260 changes which took 42 minutes to complete (a change means each bell rings once, and it is 
called a “change” because the order in which they ring is different to the previous “change”). Plain Hunt is 
the set of rules that Finlay had to learn to know where in the order he had to ring his bell.  Learning to Plain 
Hunt is a tricky thing as you have to work out for yourself which bell you need to ring after because, 
although you have your set of rules to help, everyone else is following their own set of rules and moving 
within the order too. So to keep this up for 1,260 changes takes a lot of focus, and at the age of 11 a quarter 
peal is also quite a challenge physically, so he did very well. 
 
Bath & Wells Diocesan Association of Change Ringers 
All Saints Corston, Somerset 
Friday, 26th May 2017 in 42 minutes 
1260 Changes of Grandsire Doubles 
 
1 Finlay Totterdell 
2 Robert Perry 
3 Debbie C Parfrey 
4 Jonathan D Storey 
5 David L Parfrey (Conductor) 
6 Nicki J Lang 
 



12 
 

First attempt 1. Remembering Finlay's Great Gran and David's Mum, Bette Parfrey, who would have been 
87 on Saturday 27th May. 
 
And then on Bank Holiday Monday seven of our merry band, along with a longstanding ringing friend from 
Bath had a second attempt at our sponsored peal in aid of the restoration of the Bartelt window. The idea 
of ringing for around 3 hours solidly filled many of us with dread, but as 49 peals have been rung on the 
bells since they were installed in 1917 we felt it was really important that the 50th peal on the bells should 
be rung by a local band. It is not uncommon for peals to be lost and there can be many reasons, for example 
bells, or rather their ringers momentarily lose their focus and get out of order, or they accidentally swap 
places in the order with someone else, sometimes it all just goes badly wrong and it all ends in a great big 
crunch (what we call firing out), sometimes the conductor gets their bit wrong and gives the wrong 
instructions, and then of course  it could be a mechanical failure in the bell mechanisms. A couple of weeks 
ago we were ringing some quarter peals in and around Gloucester; on that day a rope broke while we were 
ringing one quarter and a clapper fell out during another, whilst rare to have these problems, they can 
happen. If it is going to go wrong you pray that it happens early on and not when you've been ringing for 
over two hours. Luckily for us none of these problems happened, and after 2 hours 53 minutes a very 
relieved group of ringers came down to celebrate with other members of the tower, none the worse other 
than a few blisters. 
 
Thank you to all of you who have sponsored us, Jenny is collecting it in now, and if anyone else would like to 
donate we would be very grateful. 
 
Bath & Wells Diocesan Association of Change Ringers 
All Saints Corston, Somerset 
Monday, 29th May 2017 in 2 hours and 53 minutes 
5040 Grandsire Triples 
Composed by John Carter 
 
1 Philippa M Parfrey 
2 Debbie C Parfrey 
3 Robert Perry (Conductor) 
4 David L Parfrey 
5 Michael J Stubbs 
6 Nicki J Lang 
7 Jonathan D Storey 
8 Helena G Parfrey 
 
50th Peal on the bells. 1st peal on eight bells 1, 2, 8. 1st peal of Triples 7. Sponsored in aid of the 
refurbishment of the "Fritz Bartelt" memorial stained glass window (the bells were given in memory of Fritz 
Bartelt 100 years ago this year). 
 
By the time you read this we will also have taken part in the BBC Music Day. On Thursday 15th June we, 
along with many other towers, will be ringing for about an hour starting at 7pm to celebrate music, 
especially that of bells. We have chosen to ring a special method called “St Cecilia” as St Cecilia is the patron 
saint of musicians. 
 
Whilst I’m writing perhaps I could also let you know that we are planning some celebrations for this 
September. As many will know Corston bells were given in memory of Captain Fritz W Bartelt by his parents 
in 1917 on the condition that they are rung on their son’s birthday each year, a condition we continue to 
honour. So please note the date, 23rd September, and we will let you know very soon how you can join us 
in celebrating the centenary of Corston’s bells.  
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Bellringing at Corston & Newton St Loe for August & September 

 
 

4th Aug    Newton St Loe  

11th Aug  Corston 

18th Aug   Newton St Loe 

25th Aug  No practice - cancelled 

1st Sept    Corston 

8th Sept      Newton St Loe 

15th Sept     Corston 

22nd Sept  Newton St Loe 

23rd Sept  (Saturday) Special celebration of the 100th anniversary of Corston bells, at All 

Saints, Corston 

29th Sept   Corston  
 
 
If you are interested in learning to ring or would like to look at the bells and find out what goes on upstairs 
in the belfry, please get in touch and we'd love to 'show you the ropes!' We have ringers of all ages and you 
don't have to be very strong or even musical to be able to ring bells. I promise your feet will stay firmly on 
the floor too!          

Nicki Lang - Tower Captain, Newton St Loe  (01761 568729) 

 
 
Bible Study 
 

Bible study will start again in September. The dates are the 7th, 21st and 28th. If you would like further 
information about these stimulating and interesting evenings contact Peter or Angela LeRoy on 873023. We 
meet at 7.30 for 8.00pm start at 8 Brook Cottages, and a warm welcome awaits you! 
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News from Holy Trinity, Newton St Loe 

 
 

Vestry Repairs 
 
Some good news: It is hoped that funding for the repairs and heritage project will 
soon be fully secured.  
Not such good news: Very recently the preferred contractor has advised an increase in 
the repair costs, resulting in an extra £5000 to be found.  
 
 

David Shaw  
 

David who in the past was Treasurer of Newton P.C.C. and then became Gift Aid Treasurer and compiler of 
annual accounts, has decided to retire and he has handed over his responsibilities to Nicki Lang. During the 
last 30 years Holy Trinity and Newton St Loe village have greatly benefited from David's professional 
expertise and, along with his wife Rachel, many hours/days of hard work fundraising, especially for May Day 
events. Our sincere thanks to David and Rachel and we wish them time to relax. 
 
 

May Day  
 

As at 7th July the profits, raised at the May Day Country Market, were £4830.  A 
review meeting will be held in the Church at 7.30 pm on Thursday 28 September 
2017. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Everyone is welcome to join us on Sunday 6th August for a summer  
Sunday lunch at Newton St Loe village hall. 12.30pm for 1pm  

£15 for three courses.  
Organised by Peggy Foster and friends in aid 

of the Church Restoration Appeal. 
 

Details from Peggy Foster 01225 314912 or Jean Ewins 872189 
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Are we indifferent? 
 
When Daile first came to Saltford she often spoke about a Church 
without Walls.  She described a visit which she had made to Bath where 
she had seen several down-and-outs huddled in doorways.  Some were 
begging, some just trying to sleep and some, without hope, trying to 
avoid all human contact.  
Her message was, “Don’t ignore them; try to talk to them; try to find 
out what had brought them to this dreadful situation”.  It reminded us 
of this poem by the war poet Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy which we first 
came across 50 years ago when we were still at college. 
 

 
When Jesus came to Golgotha they hanged Him on a tree,  

They drove great nails through hands and feet, and made a Calvary;  
They crowned Him with a crown of thorns, red were His wounds and deep,  

For those were crude and cruel days, and human flesh was cheap.  
 

When Jesus came to Birmingham they simply passed Him by,  
They never hurt a hair of Him, they only let Him die;  

For men had grown more tender, and they would not give Him pain,  
They only just passed down the street, and left Him in the rain.  

 
Still Jesus cried, "Forgive them, for they know not what they do,"  

And still it rained the wintry rain that drenched Him through and through;  
The crowds went home and left the streets without a soul to see,  

And Jesus crouched against a wall and cried for Calvary. 
 
          The Unutterable Beauty 1927 
 
 

On the outbreak of World War I, Studdert Kennedy volunteered as a chaplain to the army on the Western 
Front. In 1917, he was awarded the Military Cross at Messines Ridge after running into no man’s land to 
help the wounded during an attack on the German frontline 

David & Vicki Cox 

 
 

St Mary’s Prayer Meetings throughout August & September 
 

 
 
Tuesday 8th August, 24 Anson Close at 7.30pm. Hosted & led by Jackie & Julian 
Balsdon 
 
Thursday 24th August, 5 Vernon Close at 7.30pm. Hosted and led by Julia Norris 
 
Thursday 14th September, 7 Homefield Close at 7.30pm. Hosted and led by Bernard & 
Val Smith 
 
Wednesday 27th September, 3 Trenchard Close at 7pm. Hosted by Rob & Amanda 
Lynn & led by Pam Faulkner 
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HAS 

Follow us on 
Twitter 

@trusselltrust 

Follow us on 
Facebook 

Search ‘trusselltrust’ 

Reg. Charity No. 1110522  

Reg. in England & Wales 

KEYNSHAM 

 

            A DISTRIBUTION CENTRE  
 
                             FOR PEOPLE IN  
     

                  FOOD CRISIS 
            HAS OPENED EVERY FRIDAY AT  
 

         St. MARY’S CHURCH HALL, 
                       SALTFORD 
 

                   10.30am – 12 Noon 
 
A donation box will be in the lobby of St Mary's Church 
Hall. The present list from the Keynsham Foodbank 
website is tins of tuna, packets of cereals (500g), tins of 
meat, tins of spaghetti, pasta (500g), pasta sauces, small 
jars of coffee, small cartons of long life fruit juice or 
drinks, rice puddings, packets of custard,  cup a soup 

packets, instant mash, jam/peanut butter/honey, and 

children’s snacks/sweets/chocolates. 
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A Message from Bishop Peter 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 
In a magazine recently I read about a distance learning course being offered by St. John’s College in 
Nottingham specifically for Church Administrators. It combines study alongside working, takes about 18 
months, and leads to a Certificate in Christian Studies. Those who have completed the course speak of how 
not only has it transformed their way of working, but how it changed the way others within the church 
perceived them and the work that they do. I found that really encouraging. 
 
 All churches are dependent on the skills, gifts and talents of church members offering their time and 
expertise to help build up the Church. Valuing, appreciating and developing those God-given gifts is so 
important. When Paul wrote to the Church at Corinth he said; ‘Now to each one has been given the Spirit’s 
gifts for the good of all.’ (1 Corinthians Chapter 12) He then goes on to give examples of those gifts. He 
mentions prophecy and healing, preaching and teaching, leadership and tongues and many others. But 
tucked away in that list of gifts and ministries we read that God has appointed people with the ability ‘to 
help others and those with gifts of administration’. Administrators are mentioned in the same list as 
apostles, miracle workers and prophets.  
 
Although as anyone who has ever been involved in Church work knows administrators often are ‘miracle 
workers’ ensuring that all the necessary administrative tasks of the church are done efficiently and 
effectively. The word Paul uses for ‘administrator’ is the same word that is used for a pilot of a ship, whose 
task it is to steer the ship safely through the rocks and the shoals to the harbour. Administrators seldom 
stand in the limelight, they work in the background and shoulder the routine but essential work on which 
everything else depends.  
 
We don’t always know who counts the collection, produces the service sheets, takes the minutes, or staples 
the church magazine together. But God knows and without all those people the mission of the church 
would not go forward as it does. Hurrah for administrators.    
 

+Peter Bath & Wells 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                          
 

 
(Charity no.1043886) 

 

Saltford is very proud of being a Fairtrade Village; this means that the Parish Council and  
local businesses and organisations in Saltford have undertaken to use Fairtrade products.  
Buying Fair Trade goods is a practical way to help the world’s poorest producers to earn a 
fair price, lifting them and their communities out of dire poverty. 
However, it is not easy to buy locally from the huge range of foodstuffs, household goods, 
crafts, gifts, cards and much else which is available. One way for Saltford people to support 
Fairtrade is by on-line shopping at traidcraftshop.co.uk (not a spelling mistake!).  
If you would like more information, or help with smaller orders to avoid delivery charges, 
(free delivery over £40) I will be happy to help, do email me at kath.mccarthy@hotmail 
.co.uk or ring 01225 344066. 
 
 

mailto:kath.mccarthy@hotmail
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The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and Newton St Loe 

 
 

A Safe and Welcoming Church for All 
 
 

The Benefice of Saltford, Corston and Newton is committed to making the Church a safe and welcoming place for all through the 
implementation of our Safeguarding and Safe Recruitment Guidelines. If you have any safeguarding concerns regarding children, 
young people or vulnerable adults, please contact Revd Daile Wilshere 01225 355910 or Mrs Sue Dixon, our Safeguarding Officer 
on 01225 359014. The Benefice Safeguarding and Safer Recruitment Policy has been updated and outlines our commitment to 
the welcome, care, and protection of all in our Church community. A copy is available for all to read in each of the Churches 
 
 

Benefice Contact  Details 
 
 
The Parish Office 
St Mary’s Church Hall, High Street, Saltford, BS31 3EL  
Tel: 01225 872275  
scnbenefice@gmail.com 
 
Rector: Revd Daile Wilshere  dailewilshere@live.co.uk   Tel: 01225 872275  
 
 
St Mary’s Saltford   
www.stmaryssaltford.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Dave Faulkner 01225 874133 John Norris 01225 872750 
PCC Email: lynnemould@btinternet.com 
 
 
Holy Trinity, Newton St Loe  
www.holytrinitynsl.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Ian Tadd 01225 426489    
PCC Email: newtonpcc@gmail.com 
 
 
All Saints, Corston  
www.allsaintscorston.org.uk 
Churchwardens: Diane Phillips 01225 873643, Phillipa Parfrey 07889 895058 
PCC Email: corstonpcc@gmail.com  

mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
mailto:dailewilshere@live.co.uk
http://www.stmaryssaltford.org.uk/
mailto:lynnemould@btinternet.com
http://www.holytrinitynsl.org.uk/
mailto:newtonpcc@gmail.com
http://www.allsaintscorston.org.uk/
mailto:corstonpcc@gmail.com



